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Editorial Comment 683 

resignation of the chairman, Miss M. A. Nutting, who has served for 
five years in this capacity. She is succeeded by Elsie M. Lawler. 

A Suitable Graduating Gift 

May we suggest to superintendents, alumnae associations, and 
others who may like to present each new graduate with a personal 
gift on commencement day, that the little book, A New Cranford, by 
Isabel Mclsaac, makes a beautiful and appropriate gift? Although 
it was originally printed in a large quantity at a low cost, the paper, 
printing and workmanship are of the best, and the little essays are 
most delightful. This can be ordered through the Journal. 

The Journal will also receive orders for the new book on Accred- 
ited Schools which has been eagerly awaited and is now in stock. 

Two Corrections 

i. 

The following letter refers to an editorial in the April Journal 
entitled, "Are Our Disabled Nurses Being Properly Cared For?" We 
are glad to give space to Miss Minnegerode's explanation as to where 
complaints should go. 

I am writing in regard to an editorial which appeared in this month's Journal 
in regard to hospitalization for sick nurses. Inasmuch as some statements made 
in this editorial are incorrect, I request that you see that the corrections are 
noted in the next issue of the Journal. For instance, the statement is made that 
sick nurses who are not satisfied with hospitalization should notify me of the 
conditions under which they are hospitalized, as I am in direct charge of hos- 
pitalization of all sick nurses. They are also referred to Miss Noyes and Miss 
Stimson. I have absolutely nothing to do with the hospitalization of sick nurses. 
My only connection in this matter is my interest in reaching the nurses and 
assisting them to avail themselves of the treatment which the Government is 
willing to give them. Neither has Miss Noyes anything to do with the hospital- 
ization of sick nurses other than her interest, and as far as Miss Stimson is con- 
cerned, these nurses have been discharged from the Army, and have no more 
connection with Miss Stimson than discharged soldiers would have with the War 
Department. The proper persons to whom the nurses should appeal, if they are 
dissatisfied with hospitalization, would be the Surgeon General of the U. S. Health 
Service or the Chief Medical Advisor of the Bureau of War Risk Insurance. Out- 
side of the interest which Miss Noyes and myself both feel in the nurses receiving 
proper care, we neither of us have any authority in the matter. 

Lucy Minnegebode, 

Supt. Nurse Corps, U. S. P. H. S. 
II. 
Regarding the question of citizenship as a qualification for mem- 
bership in the American Legion, a Canadian born nurse writes : 

As we have several Canadian nurses in this district, the eligibility for mem- 
bership in the American Legion was taken up with the County Chairman when 
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we were organizing our Women's Post. He quoted Article IV, Section 1 of the 
constitution and consequently many of these nurses applied and were accepted. 
Some had served twenty months with the A. E. F. We were, therefore, surprised 
to read in the Journal that only American citizens were eligible. Our secretary 
was asked to write to national headquarters for information. Following is a 
quotation from the letter from the National Adjutant: "Article No. 4, Section 
No. 1 of the Constitution of the American Legion states that 'Any person shall be 
eligible for membership in the American Legion who was regularly enlisted, 
drafted, inducted or commissioned, and who served on active duty in the Army, 
Navy or Marine Corps of the United States at some time during the period be- 
tween April 6, 1917, and November 11, 1918, both dates inclusive, or who being 
a citizen of the United States, at the time of his entry therein, served on active 
duty in the Naval, Military or Air Forces of any of the governments associated 
with the United States during the Great War.' * * * It is our ruling upon this 
provision of the Constitution that citizenship is a prerequisite; for membership 
in the American Legion is limited to those who, being citizens of the United States, 
enlisted in any of the allied military forces. The first part of the article is in- 
terpreted more broadly as a grant of membership to 'any person who was regu- 
larly enlisted, drafted, etc' The statement in the editorial comment of the 
American Journal of Nursing is, therefore, in error, in so far as it states that 
naturalization must precede application for membership in the American Legion 
by those who served in our Army." 

Our interpretation of the article quoted above would be that 
citizenship is a prerequisite for those who served with the Allied 
forces, but not for those who served for the required period in the 
A. E. F. At any rate, the Legion stands for Americanization and it 
is hoped that, as our correspondent suggests, membership in the 
Legion will inspire its foreign-born members to become citizens. 

CENTRAL HEADQUARTERS 

The question of Central Headquarters for the American Nurses' Association 
was discussed at the convention, first in the Advisory Council, then by the delegates 
in a business session. By a majority vote, and it seemed to be unanimous, it was 
decided to establish central headquarters in New York City. The details and the 
question of financing the undertaking were not decided. The president of the 
American Nurses Association is to appoint a committee of three to work out the 
plans. 

PICTURES OF MISS PALMER 

The picture of Miss Palmer which is inserted in this number of the 
Journal is from a photograph taken this past winter and is on a loose leaf, as 
many will like to have it framed, or to preserve it, after the magazine itself is 
discarded. Larger copies of this photograph, suitable for class rooms or libraries, 
may be ordered through the Journal at $3.25 and $5.25, post paid. Purchasers 
should state in ordering whether they wish a gray or a sepia finish. This is an 
excellent likeness and all who knew Miss Palmer will be grateful that so recent a 
photograph is available. 



